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» *yellow; rain" in. Southeas, Asia, Tior_
* that the: gases contain toxins eutiawed:

vention. Yet the U.S. government has :
yet to file formal charges that.the So-4 * i
viets and their proxies have: violated" ]
the -treaty. Instead, President Ronald ;

- Exdegt on the fringes of opinon, no,
“Infgrmed American any longer. doubts-" | o5
.that Sqviet-supplied armies .are using-{ '

4

by. the. 1972 Biological Weapons Con-- 1:
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. \~Tt *Thé" feal- feason our government”’
‘has not followed the 1972 procedures is.

frply, that they ‘are too noisy. The
pteoocupaﬁm'omfneagai foreign 1
poiicy, and of his pending trip to Eu- |
rope,~has been to persuade our Euro- :
pean allies that Ronald Reagan is not

.2 reckless cowboy, and the principal

loy has been lofty rhetoric about the |

 great hope of arms control. A Security
. Council ,debate, ending in a Soviet

Reagan_ will tour Europe next-week:! .yop ™ with the Europeans actually

stressing his willingness to reach news:
arms agreements with the Soviets. ="

_Thé American’ government’s ef-g

" forts, of course, have been crucial in”

-the image-making. So it will be sur-

b3 .

to choose sides, would disrupt

- prising if “‘yellow rain” is even men- i
 tioned in Mr. Reagan's four Buropean .

exposing “yellow rain.” It has spon-.; i speeches. Some aides are urging him

sored both the collection of refugee in- .

terviews and the laboratory analysis -
. that has identified mycotoxins derived
from mold. Honest young officials

. bravely faced the evidence, and Secre-, ‘

tary. of State Haig was willing to go..
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out. on a jimb in his initiai announce- -
. ment in Berlin. Even. the Carter ad- .
migistration compiled the refugee ac- -
‘cowits dutifully, Jf. quietly. There is

much in the record to co!

i

T Yet the 1972° convention explicitly”

provides the: procedures :to tfollow:in .

case of a violation.”A"complaint ‘may
Be filed with the UN Security Council.

- An emergency conference of the, sig-
natories may be called by petition ofd
majority of them.. These steps have
riot been implemented, even by the
Reagan administration. No complaint .
has been filed with the Security Coun-
cil, and no effort has been made to-
ward a petition for an emergency con-
ference. I T
2 As always, there are sophisticated -

excuses. While the Soviet Union is the .

only: remotely plausible source of the
7 cotoxins, the powertiil ‘circurnstan-

tial-evidence is not capped by a smok- -
ing‘gun. Some of the evidence comes '

“frgin intelligence sources our govern- .
. meiit is reluctant to reveal. An investl-

“ stion was asked not from the Secu-

‘1o make a new proposal in each of
‘them for new agreements with the
" same Soviets who callously shatteréd
- the Biological Weapons - u,' _n}lon'. .
DR * L
“After Detection—What?" was the .
title of a brilliant Foreign Affairs arti-

clé>written 21 years ago by Fred :

-

Chailes Ikle, who today is under sec-

retity of defense for. policy. He'ob- %

served; “A potential violator -of “an_ }
arms-control agreement will not” be
deterred simply by the risk that his *:
action may be discovered. What will .
deter him will be the fear that what
he gains from the violation will be out-
weighed by the loss he may suffer:
from the victim's reaction to it. .. . .
- “Democratic _governmemts might

experience serious miitical difficulties
in reacting_efiec vely t0 2 gggggxgd
-evasion,” Mr. Tkle predicted, “If ey}~ i
ce of the violation is equivocal
based on secret intelligence, the gov-

“ernment may be reluctantto acknowl: -

“edee the evasion or

ability to convince public mign. For |

example, an_admission that the con- i
Trol agreement hadja_i.,l.e.d_mml;.b.e_s:;: !

“The injured government must be .
willing to increase military expendi-
tures and to offend pacifist feelings,”
he added. **Public opinion may not ap-,

prove, especially if the evasion oc- ' -

curred gradually.” The injured gov-
_ernment *‘may have embarked on

- maliaiae whisrkh coom more *
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